
Principal's Message: Mr. McIsaac 
I would like to wish all of our JP parents, students and 
friends a happy and holy Christmas and holiday season.  
Each day I feel very Blessed to be part of such a wonderful 
community.  Walt Disney once said “You can dream, 
create, design and build the most wonderful ideas in the 
world, but it requires people to make the dream a reality”.  
The reality is that the learning experiences and extras that 
take place here daily could not have been realized without 
the support, dedication and commitment of our staff, 
students and parents.   
This year we implemented a new Catholic Studies 
curriculum which requires students to give of their own 
time to volunteer in our community assisting others with 
their time or through prayer.  We have had over 1000 
supportive activities take place.  Our Following Their 
Voices Program to support student engagement is in the 
third year and all teachers have been fully trained to 
support the wide range of student needs.   
The prayer of St Francis states that in giving we receive.  
Each day I witness this with our staff students and parents.  
At this time of year, we are called to think of those less 
fortunate.  It is overwhelming to see this in action.  The JP 
Concert Band hosted a concert last week and donated the 
monies collected to help needy families in the Battlefords. 
The monies raised from the Haunted House put on by the 
SRC was donated to Friends Helping Friends Campaign.  
The staff at the school operated a canteen at the Provincial 
Volleyball Tournament we hosted last month as well do 
weekly dress down days.  Monies collected from these 
events went also to Friends Helping Friends which 
support many families in the community at this time of 
year. Last week students from Mrs. Michaud’s gr 8 class 
hosted a Bake Sale for Braxton.  With items donated by 
the Danish Home Bakery and our own Social Justice 
League they raised $408 to donate to the McIntyre Family 
Benefit.    Our FI program is taking a group of students to 
share a Christmas message at the District Care this week.  
Our Social Justice League has collected food on two 
occasions this fall collecting over 1000 items for the local 
food bank.  Also they collect and purchase items to 
prepare 25 hampers that are also donated to the food bank 
here locally.  The Chaplaincy team has also been in action.  
They organized 4 masses for our community this fall.  One 
was the Blue Mass, to honor our first responders and 
Veterans.  Recently the Team has collected over 45 coats, 
hats and mittens for the Share the Warmth Program to 
ensure all have proper clothing for our Saskatchewan 
weather.  The League also collected over $300 this fall 
from Hat Day collections to donate to local Charities. We 

also had a hat day and donated the monies to the Makwa 
community to purchase Better Together shirts.  Our 
SADD group at the school has also been busy.  On 
Halloween they had a Trivia and Treat day to educate 
students of the facts on impaired driving.  Last week they 
tied ribbons to cars and decorated 500 liquor bags 
reminding those to plan a safe ride home.   I have probably 
missed a few but I think it clearly illustrates that Jesus 
would be proud of the JP staff, students and parents have 
taken on the role of giving to others.  May God Bless all 
for their generous efforts to help others less fortunate.  
Merry Christmas to all and may you have a safe and Holy 
holiday.  
 

Registration for Semester 2 
For those students who are not currently attending John 
Paul and want to register for second semester they must 
come to a registration meeting on Thursday January 16th at 
10:00am.  The meeting will take place in the Library and 
should take about 45 minutes.  
 

 Exam Changes 
Just a note to make sure you change your calendar.  
Semester 2 will begin On Monday February 3rd.  A full 
exam schedule is on the JP website.  
 

Early Dismissal 
Early dismissal – 2pm  on Friday December 20th.  
 
Crusaders of the Month – Mr. Yockey 
Junior – Sage Brown 

Sage Brown is an excellent student who comes to class 

everyday prepared and always gives her best.  She is a kind 

person to everyone she meets and is willing to help out 

another person.  Sage is a member of the SRC and cross 

country team at JPII.  As well, Sage shares her knowledge 

of her Cree culture in class and her kindness shines 

through in everything she does. 

Junior – Grady Billingsley 

Grady has shown dedication and commitment to activities 

and teams he is involved with at JP. He is a Grade 8 
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Important Dates 

Dec 17:  Braided Journeys Christmas Supper  
Dec 18:  JP Christmas Mass 10:30 
Dec 20:  Early Dismissal 2:00pm 
Dec 23-Jan 3:  Christmas Break 
Jan 6:  Classes Resume 



student who gives his best effort and has demonstrated a 

willingness to learn. He works very hard at any task he is 

given and that work ethic has carried over into the sports 

of football and now basketball. Grady may be a fairly quiet 

young man, but has shown that he can lead in a positive 

manner by setting a good example for both classmates and 

teammates.  

Senior – Ben Belland 

Ben is a great kid, who is engaged and works hard in 
class.  He is always courteous and one of the first students 
willing to volunteer his time to help with all kinds of 
school events. He gets his work handed in on time and it is 
well done. His marks this semester have been outstanding. 
Beyond that though, he's a positive presence in the class as 
he participates and is encouraging of others. Ben is a very 
worthy recipient of this school distinction. 
Senior – Adam Revet 

Adam is a Grade 12 student and was an integral part of the 
Sr. Boys Volleyball team. He decided to point his abilities 
in a real positive direction and took a leadership role. The 
Team had been asked to work with a young boy from an 
elementary school by Deb McNabb. The team did a 
fantastic job with him, but this particular player formed a 
bond and a big brother/mentor relationship that has 
meant the world to this little boy. This was not an easy 
thing to do, while juggling school, sport and a part time 
job. 

 
POP Program 
The POP Program introduced a new club at JPII this fall 
which is both student lead and conceived. Roots meets 
several times a month and is focused on promoting mental 
and emotional wellbeing (individually and in our 
community) while having fun with peers. Over the last few 
months Roots has gotten together for a “Bob Ross Paint 
Night”, has spent time volunteering at the local Food 
Bank, and has attended a vigil at the Interval House on 
National Day of Remembrance and action to End 
Violence Against Women.  
  
In December POP has been busy promoting Mindfulness, 
Healthy Relationships and Environmental impacts on 
wellness in Classrooms and the team is eager to develop 
more presentations to continues engaging students on 
topics of relevance.   
  
Student members of SASS partnered with Battle River 
Treaty Six and has successfully received funding from the 
Sask Prevention Institute for a series of health-centered 
presentations for students to occur in January.  
  
Most recently, Mental Health Capacity Building and 
Dekker Center received a grant from RBC to create a 
Young People’s Theater Ensemble that will involve youth 
from JPII, Comp and Sakewew. We are set to begin 
forming our group of students in the new year and look 
forward to this amazing opportunity. 
 

Athletic Department: Mr. Stynsky 
This has been a very productive fall sports season for 
Crusader Athletics at JPII. We started the fall with our 
cross country team sending 4 athletes to provincials where 
they represented our school with an excellent effort. JPII 
golf team participated in the District Championship and 
with a young team will use this year’s competition to gain 
experience. Our soccer teams continued to build on a 
strong tradition of success. The boys and girls teams both 
played well at regionals but did not qualify for provincials. 
Crusader football team showed improvement as the season 
went on. In the provincial quarter final we were victorious 
against Broadview. The semi final was played in Melfort in 
which the Crusaders fell short to the eventual Provincial 
Champion Melfort Comets. 
The Crusader Volleyball teams had an excellent fall season. 
The junior girls medalled in many tournaments and had a 
great season. The junior boys were the dominant team in 
the area and capped off a great season with a District 
Championship. The Senor Girl’s team also showed that 
they were one of the top teams in the province. The girls 
medalled at many tournaments including a silver at 
Regional Playoffs. At Provincials the girls played awesome 
and finished the round robin with a 3-1 record. 
Unfortunately, the team came up short in the quarter finals 
to put an end to a great season. The Senior Boy’s volleyball 
team was a dominant team this fall and were contenders 
every tournament weekend.  The Boys hosted Regional 
playoffs in which they were flawless with a perfect 4-0 
record. They then moved onto Provincials, which was 
hosted by John Paul II. The team played excellent all 
tournament and won a thrilling semi final match to 
advance to the gold medal game. In the final the Crusaders 
played hard but fell short to Moose Jaw Vanier. Ending 
the season with a Provincial Sliver Medal and making our 
school community proud.  
Our basketball teams have started their seasons and 
already we have experienced much success. The Senior 
Girls have had a strong start to the season with Silver 
Medals in both their home tournament and also last 
weekend in Yorkton. The Senior Boys have brought home 
a bronze medal in their home tournament and had a strong 
showing in Prince Albert. The junior girls have placed 
second in their first three tournaments and look to 
continue their excellent play after the Christmas break.  
The junior boys have been victorious in their last two 
tournaments and are looking to improve as they will be 
defending their District Title in early February.   
The curling team is gearing up for the District playoffs 
which are in February before the break. The Senior 
Districts will be held Feb. 11th and 12th in Spiritwood and 
the Junior Districts Feb. 26th and 27th in Unity. 
 In closing, I would like to thank all the Coaches and 
players who participated in our fall sport programs and 
showed their Crusader pride. Thank you to all the staff 
that helped with the 4A Boys Provincial Championship 
and made it an overwhelming success.



 


